





LaChiPo is neither an avant-garde nor a formally normative project (i.e. conceptual or ‘narrative’)—aesthetic divi-
sions within the “irrational myth” of modernity. LaChiPo is where multiple discursive fields inhabit without hierar-
chy/dissolution. We are the one and many. In spirit, LaChiPo participates in the larger project of decolonial poetics

whose intent is a trans-modernity. As Mignolo writes:

Trans-modernity would be the overall orientation of de-colonizing and of delinking projects; an orientation toward
pluri-versality as universal project leading toward a world in which many worlds will co-exist (499).

The reader is invited to resituate how they read, how they see, to relearn how identity is spoken, expanding moderni-
ty’s articulation of history. The reader is called to reposition the art object (poem, fiction, video, essay, etc.) outside of
modernity’s narrative of progress and into a LaChiPo conceptualization: an aesthetic that resides within, rises from,
and reshapes a particular community while rejecting the colonial narrative. An aesthetic that seeks to re-habitate

the art object in communities of discourse rather than narratives of history, to place the art object in time instead of
through time (the narrative of progress), in place as a living thing always already in a community of conversations.

We are not concerned with the old binaries (old/new, high art/low art, avant/arriere); we are concerned with how
our work reshapes our community, our worlds. Reader, you are invited to join us and, in the words of Mignolo,
imagine a world in which many worlds may co-exist.

The artists: Carmen Calatayud, Cynthia Cruz, Danielle Cadena Deulen, Blas Falconer, Carmen Gimenez-Smith,
Gabriel Gomez, Juan Felipe Herrera, Roberto Harrison, Sheryl Luna, J. Michael Martinez, Valerie Martinez, Paul
Martinez Pompa, Roberto Tejada, John-Michael Rivera, and Rodrigo Toscano.
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